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Agenda
• Welcome
• Review of  1st Meeting
• Overview of  Base Line Forecasting 

Report
• Overview of  Manassas City 

Government and Community 
Sustainability Actions

• Discuss Sustainability in Relationship 
to Your Board/Commission

• Next Steps



Genesis Comprehensive Plan

Air Quality & Emissions

Environment & 
Sustainability

Task Force Focus



Comprehensive Plan

The Manassas 2040 
Comprehensive Plan

presents a shared vision for the
future of  our community

Intended to guide city, public, 
planners, & elected leaders in 

decisions related to, among other 
things, environmental 
sustainability & health

“This Plan is both aspirational and practical – identifying the community’s overarching 
goals and establishing a roadmap to achieve our desired future. It ratifies the

community’s commitment to the goals, objectives, and strategies identified herein.
Ultimately, this Plan serves as planning policy for the future of  Manassas.”



Environmental Sustainability & Health

Objectives StrategiesGoal 





This plan drives amendments 
to land use and development
standards 

Land 
Use

Budgets
Effects annual operating 
budgets, capital improvement, 
and department policies

Goal

Manassas will be a sustainable 
and resilient city that values 
the environment, encourages 
access to nature, and provides 
a safe, pleasant, and healthy 
community for residents of  all 
ages, abilities, and incomes.

Began community conversations2017

22 pop-up Community Conversations
at events and festivals throughout the City

360 community members participated in 25 
Community Conversation 

City Council Town Hall

Planning Commission
Vision Summit 

Public comment period (67 residents 
submitted comments)

Planning Commission review and City 
Council adoption

2018

2018

2018

2019

2019

2020



Identifying Objectives

Overall objective is to develop a holistic sustainability
plan that inventories natural resources
and provides a blueprint for creating a

thriving, sustainable community

Vegetation & Tree 
Canopy

Green Infrastructure Air Quality & Emissions Public Health



Air Quality & Emissions

Green Infrastructure Reducing GHG 
emissions

Neighborhoods

Renewable Energy EVs & Infrastructure Waste Reduction



Green 
Infrastructure



Green Infrastructure

“

Consider U.S. Green
Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) certification
program, Earthcraft, Energy Star, or other

similar systems.

Encourage new development
to design, construct, and operate with a

reduced emissions footprint by encouraging
high performance, green buildings, green
sites, and green neighborhood standards

and practices



Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Policies & Financial 
Incentives

To encourage increased building
and site performance that 

reduces
greenhouse gas emissions and 

the City’s
overall carbon footprint



Neighborhoods

Need to provide alternatives to the use of  single
occupancy vehicles and reduce greenhouse

gas emissions

Compact block and street
networks and a built environment

Promote

Walking, biking, and bus riding

Facilitate



Renewable Energy
Encourage the use of renewable

energy by reducing regulatory barriers and
providing resources for the installation of

solar and geothermal equipment



Electric Vehicles & Infrastructure

Reduce vehicle-related emissions
through increased fuel efficiency, reduced
vehicle miles traveled, fleet downsizing,

anti-idling efforts, and use of  alternative fuel
sources.

Support the use of  energy efficient 
transportation by encouraging

the siting of, and promoting the availability
of, electric vehicle charging stations and

expanding the availability of  bicycle facilities
throughout the City



Waste Reduction

Encourage citywide waste
prevention, recycling, and composting
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions

by expanding education and outreach
programs, encouraging the purchase and
use of  recycled products, and requiring

recycling plans for commercial and
multifamily residential projects.



Framework

What is our task and focus?

Environment & 
Sustainability

Air Quality & EmissionsComprehensive Plan Task Force



Task Force Focus



Task Force Challenge

Today’s Good Ideas



Task Force Challenge

Tomorrow’s Problem
May not work in 

ttwent years?

What works today?



Challenges Ahead of  Us

Roles & 
Responsibilities ProcessDesired 

Outcomes



Desired 
Outcomes



Desired Outcomes

Complete a current inventory of 
greenhouse gas emissions

Develop a sustainability plan 
(phase I) that incorporates specific, 
sector-level goals, actions, policies, 

and strategies 

Integrate and include public 
comments in final plan

Educate and increase public 
awareness of sustainability plan

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Implement sustainability plan

http://opensource.com/government/13/4/got-code-app-challenge
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Guiding Principles

Plan will reflect science-based, 
practical, and achievable 

options.

INTEGRITY COLLABORATIVE

Incorporate multidisciplinary 
expertise and promote 
cross-department 
coordination, including in 
areas such as equity, health, 
and economic development

TRANSPARENT

Strive for full and open 
communication and 
integration of public 
views and comments



Other Considerations

EFFECTIVENESS COST CO-BENEFITS

Potential to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions 

and conserve energy, 
increase

energy efficiency, increase 
renewable energy, and 
increase sequestration.
- Potential to improve 

resiliency

Availability of existing funding 
sources, financing, incentives, or 

partnerships.
- Initial cost and savings over time 
to City or to other stakeholders.
- Payback period for return on 

investment.
- Potential to reduce future costs.

Potential to support other City 
goals and objectives. Potential to 
reduce maintenance needs and 

improve worker health and 
safety.



Roles & Responsibilities

Task Force 
Members

Provide recommendations for the 
public and city leaders

Work collaboratively to represent 
the interests of various 

stakeholder points of view
Weigh constraints, costs, and 

opportunities in decisions
Attend all meetings and contribute 

to plan development

George Mason 
University

Assist the Task Force in 
arriving at a final plan
Provide background 

information and research 
issues for the Task Force
Organize and implement 

meetings

ICLEI

Assist in developing planning 
and mitigation scenarios and 

customizing reduction 
strategies.

Assist GMU in developing 
stakeholder engagement 

strategy, implementing and 
monitoring plan, and 

finalizing plan.



PROCESS

REVIEW

Review best practices from Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Governments and other 

neighboring jurisdictions

EVALUATE

Consider what is best for Manassas City and its 
citizens. Request more information if needed

REACH CONCENSUS

Work together to reach an 
agreement



QUALITATIVE BENEFITS ASSESSMENT

GHG reduction benefits

Science-based, practical, achievable

Cost effective

Transparent, equitable, inclusive

Co-benefits (meets other city 
priorities)
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